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Childcare Grant
What is it for? To help with childcare costs if you have a dependent child aged under  

15 at the beginning of the academic year (or under 17 if they have special 
educational needs) and they are in registered or approved childcare. 

How much can I get? Depending on your household income, you can apply for 85% of your actual 
childcare costs during term times and holidays. You can get up to £148.75 a 
week for one child or up to £255 a week for more than one child. 

How do I apply? You need to apply using the CCG1 form which will be sent to you 
automatically when you submit your PN1 or PR1 paper application for student 
finance. The CCG1 form is also available to download from 
www.studentfinanceni.co.uk

In addition, you will also be required to return a completed CCG2S form and 
your childcare provider will be required to return a completed CCG2P form by 
the following dates:

4 November 2015 - to confirm payments made between 1 September 2015 
and 25 October 2015.

3 February 2016 - to confirm payments made between 26 October 2015 and 
24 January 2016.

9 September 2016 - to confirm payments made between 25 January 2016 
and 31 August 2016 (20 July 2016 if you are in the final year of your course,  
or you do not use childcare during the summer break).

Please contact your local Student Finance NI office for clarification on 
above dates.

If you, or your Childcare Provider cannot provide the necessary information by 
these dates, contact your Student Finance NI office.  You will not receive your 
next instalment of the Childcare Grant if the above mentioned forms are not 
returned by each of the dates stated above. If the above mentioned forms are 
returned late, this might delay your next Childcare Grant payment.  
If these forms are not returned at all, you may lose your Childcare Grant and 
be asked to repay any Childcare Grant that you have already received. 
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How is it paid? Usually in three instalments, one at the start of each term, direct to your  
bank account.

Do I have to pay it 
back?

No, unless you were overpaid, or you don’t confirm the actual costs when 
we ask you to. You may also have to pay it back if your household’s actual 
income and outgoings were different from those you gave in your application. 

Anything else? If you claim Income Support or Housing Benefit, the Social Security Office 
or Housing Executive should not take account of any payments you receive 
through the Childcare Grant.

All three- and four-year-olds are entitled to a free, part-time early-learning 
place (for 15 hours a week, 38 weeks a year) in a pre-school setting such as a 
nursery. The Childcare Grant won’t be paid for any period covered by this free 
place. However, it can be paid to cover the cost of any extra childcare you use 
over and above this.
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Pre-school Education
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Parents’ Learning Allowance
What is it for? To help with course-related costs if you have dependent children.

How much can I get? The amount you can get depends on your income and the income of your 
husband, wife or partner (if you have one) and any dependants. You can get 
up to £1,538 a year.

How is it paid? Usually in three instalments, one at the start of each term, direct to your  
bank account.

Do I have to pay it 
back?

No, unless you have been overpaid because your household’s actual income 
and outgoings were different from those you gave in your application.

Anything else? You can apply for Parents’ Learning Allowance even if you do not get the 
Childcare Grant.

If you are a single parent you can apply for a Special Support Grant and 
Parents’ Learning Allowance. You should send your child’s original long birth 
certificate and your most recent Tax Credit award notice or Child  
Benefit letter.

Jobs and Benefits office do not count Parents’ Learning Allowance when 
working out your other benefits so you do not have to choose between 
Parents’ Learning Allowance and those other benefits.
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Adult Dependants’ Grant
What is it for? To help if you have an adult who depends on you financially. 

How much can I get? The amount you can receive depends on your income and the income of your 
dependants (including your husband, wife or partner). You can get up  
to £2,695 a year.

How is it paid? Usually in three instalments, one at the start of each term, direct to your  
bank account.

Do I have to pay  
it back?

No, unless you have been overpaid because your household’s actual income 
and outgoings were different from those you gave in your application. 

Anything else? An adult dependant could be:

• your husband, wife or civil partner;

• a partner you live with as a couple, if you are over 25 (including a partner 
of the same sex if you began your course in or after September 2005); or 

• another adult who depends on you financially (usually a member of your 
family).

An adult dependant cannot be:
• a grown-up child; or

• a partner or other adult who receives student financial support.
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