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ONLINE JOB POSTING TRENDS

KEY MESSAGES
While recognising that the data from this source can vary from 
month to month and readers should avoid drawing conclusions 
on the basis of one month’s figures, the latest data shows that:

	► Online job postings in Northern Ireland increased by 27% from the 
previous month, with approximately 14,700 new job postings 
recorded in June 2026. This was the highest monthly total of job 
postings recorded since June 2023.

	► UK job postings increased by 29% compared to the previous month. 
Annual figures also increased with a 10% rise from June 2025. 

	► Job postings for Managers and Directors in Retail and Wholesale 
increased by 54% from the previous month moving it into the top 
three occupations. Sales, Communication and Customer Service were 
the top common skills listed in these job postings. 

*Figures correct as at 06/07/2026

PART-TIME
1,400 online job postings had the following 
term in their advertisement: Part-time.

Part-time job postings increased 
by 20% from the previous 
month and were more than 
double the level recorded 
in June 2025. 

The top posted 
occupations for Part-time 
jobs included Cleaners, 
Sales Related Occupations 
and Kitchen Assistants.

TOP OCCUPATIONS

https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/campaigns/careers

SALES RELATED 
OCCUPATIONS 

N.E.C.

Approx. 
600 jobs

4% of job 
postings

POPULAR JOB TITLES:
	► Sales Assistants
	► Sales Advisors
	► Sales Executives
	► Customer Advisors  

SKILLS:
	► Customer Relationship 

Management
	► Selling Techniques
	► Key Performance 

Indicators
	► Product Knowledge 

MANAGERS AND 
DIRECTORS IN 

RETAIL AND 
WHOLESALE

Approx. 
450 jobs

3% of job 
postings

POPULAR JOB TITLES:
	► Store Managers
	► Business Development Managers
	► Assistant Managers
	► Business Development 

Executives  

SKILLS:
	► Business Development
	► Key Performance Indicators
	► Customer Relationship 

Management
	► Marketing

PROGRAMMERS 
AND SOFTWARE 
DEVELOPMENT 

PROFESSIONALS   

Approx. 
400 jobs

3% of job 
postings

POPULAR JOB TITLES:
	► Software Engineers
	► Artificial Intelligence 

Engineers
	► Developers 
	► Software Developers 

SKILLS:
	► Scalability
	► Artificial Intelligence
	► Software Engineering
	► Continuous Integration/ 

Continuous Delivery

*Figures are subject to revision by Lightcast

https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/campaigns/careers


ONLINE 
JOB POSTINGS
Jobs reported to the Northern Ireland Employment Service can be found on JobApplyNI. 
If you wish to chat online with a careers adviser for advice and guidance on your careers 
options see Nidirect careers.

SALES RELATED OCCUPATIONS N.E.C.

Job title Employer Location

Sales Assistant Superdrug Bangor

Retail Customer Advisor Vodafone Three Belfast

Sales Assistant Gordons Chemist Belfast

Sales Advisor Argento Lisburn

Sales Representative Evolve Network Craigavon

Sales Assistant Sports Direct Bangor

Retail Sales Assistant Crawfords Maghera

Sales Assistant Tesco Dunmurry

MANAGERS AND DIRECTORS IN RETAIL AND WHOLESALE

Job title Employer Location

Shift Manager Iceland Magherafelt

Store Manager Costa Coffee Ballymena

Store Manager Specsavers Downpatrick

Store Manager Next Omagh

Cinema Experience Manager ODEON Belfast

Store Manager Trespass Lisburn

Store Manager H&M Newry

Assistant Retail Manager Marie Curie Newry

PROGRAMMERS AND SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT PROFESSIONALS 

Job title Employer Location

Technical Support Engineer Delinea Belfast

Data/AI Engineer Deloitte Belfast

Software Engineer EPAM Newry

Software Engineer TP ICAP Belfast

Data Analyst CME Group Belfast

Business Intelligence Developer Dunbia Dungannon

AV Progamming Associate EOS Banbridge

Software Engineer Bright Software Group Belfast

https://www.jobapplyni.com
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/services/chat-with-a-careers-adviser
https://www.nijobs.com/job/sales-assistant/superdrug-plc-a-s-watson-group-ck-hutchison-holdings-savers-job107509121
https://jobs.three.co.uk/job/retail-customer-advisor-belfast-castle-court-30-hours-in-belfast-gb-jid-6450
https://uk.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=e19a3a14e76a7332&tk=1jsuev5jvh336801&from=serp&vjs=3
https://www.nijobs.com/job/sales-advisor/argento-job107608562
https://www.nijobs.com/job/domestic-sales-representative/evolve-network-job107611638
https://uk.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=3284a2a21e67e20d&tk=1jsrf4t8hh30k800&from=serp&vjs=3
https://uk.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=d4066e73b886cc8b&q=sales+assistant&l=Northern+Ireland&tk=1jsrf4t8hh30k800&from=web&advn=9037287927684890&adid=460061662&ad=-6NYlbfkN0DfLw-E41X8Zr1B_pBqHxCxoE717bjT7pFFnUckwFeZ8DPcpOIWDLFWMmmgJUiCI2k0dLL8nkVb1f9JDqWJn8ZFAG-6yDKgxW4GscnLXm1epuW2l6fPmetc0zMjswyf8XdoGfmLzvPHlvl75MsmdH2raPVlDKPaSqCgMYHVmTJp-Df61whMnesnP-MgLl73u_5XD2ZRiwr0Np6COcekTEhhR_00Mo7POlTUkk32MzfphmnsxScQpuV5dQcDCumdJxSYLIhKxh5pfesSrEIGjoWTz7__xSUAPnqT3v_FzuS4lCsmYbK5ee4vhm-Ey1X4n5TIxMt0uHdNVfSL7h0xF9jJabEObCpZc7Jf-_DCF0zStSPj2PZxTkRdvgsf3HuZba8CVPcRlLgKSiX2Z9RqjUZRL7DfA0HkNS_V6llPJ3rit5kvexhkx7z0osXwW7wvSNWsJvwQ2SaVrODXa14CDYkQqs7NSTz-R7cs6jIUUgYpi7jaTX-Pth51Rfn1Hwf19kWpMuQIz1txuRyYZ-Ue2BBNbeQ5T9UOb-c6LUAAx4ngMTd9wQ0KRtIH&pub=4a1b367933fd867b19b072952f68dceb&camk=C3EPSzFlQw-CUSOtP3ROng%3D%3D&xkcb=SoBA6_M3hbWcdiAMBz0BbzkdCdPP&xpse=SoDV6_I3hbWr7URulB0ObzkdCdPP&xfps=0562efef-42ad-42de-9459-24664261a71d&vjs=3
https://careers.tesco.com/en_GB/careers/JobDetail/Tesco-Colleague-Dunmurry-Superstore/193557?_gl=1*11oap62*_up*MQ..*_ga*MjA1NTE3NTM2OS4xNzgzMzMzNzAz*_ga_FCL0R2642N*czE3ODMzMzM3MDMkbzEkZzAkdDE3ODMzMzM3MDMkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.leisurejobs.com/job/4933041/shift-manager-magherafelt/
https://uk.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=0f18d83a58201a55
https://careers.specsavers.com/specsavers/job/downpatrick-store-manager-nir-bt30-6ly/1409962933
https://careers.next.co.uk/jobs/N121224
https://diversityjobsgroup.com/job/cinema-experience-manager-belfast/
https://uk.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=721bf1e3d6486750
https://uk.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=0b4da68003884513
https://jobs.smartrecruiters.com/mariecurie1/3743990013835736-assistant-retail-manager-newry
https://uk.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=9ce49f92c73d83a1
https://apply.deloitte.co.uk/UKCareers/JobDetail/Data-AI-Engineer-Engineering-AI-Data-AI-Data-Solutions/23995
https://careers.epam.com/en/vacancy/junior-software-engineer-graduate-blt09d70839f9cff5a9_en
https://uk.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=c823ebde877d3635
https://uk.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=0172b8e5769d769e&tk=1jsrhpmssjvm8800&from=serp&vjs=3
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/employer-profiles/dunbia-27450/jobs/graduate-business-intelligence-developer-2706100
https://uk.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=8634ad6b2c8dc114&q=programmers&l=Northern+Ireland&tk=1jsrhm1v7jvmm800&from=web&advn=3098603685359608&adid=462051296&ad=-6NYlbfkN0CPuFK2nZOxfoNNJY0Pao8GxSWpION7uy0983NRRg9RKC86RDWrwokQdXFCl_KAARtp5VIhDw1de4Yig7wNHT-pkjiVEEjYPW7ARap1PqxWmpQGy59gAt0GKjkSaD7FTkzOQJ8GeGQyj98Bgg5hkUCOpWSag0qu2hWVW_4Cum3YTOK1HnvE4kmM7GHLKTkr0h_Uj004v3drjvGzvRqiVNDBUpgttK650C12DT0hvwyeK5yBSzI4jOh2-6ZLHjjgGBk2iIXq5RYUdygoRZpVaE_pxmy-NVQxBGJAHuPC4UxuGXuS1OLTSQqerHu9HTzpR8CaHrg3xUpSidcv4R6IDZwhx8I3bM3uHmThxySjVtB8N-qJ9sZoIxhL06W7vaWDDBoOk3ZXOvjhPW3BVlepZ05RRv1lZeVvp-fW3ts3N_be8L_Yum10kXWEN3VnvrLdC1C2eXAMgQFpJWH2UDqiBxKGzBf-DQZaP1Tx0EPt8Y3zvXc3byYRrMrwkd1e11LWVWszG0FqcqdQNvVSgkGKrvqwNmuDQ1KyMDiRlpbaPL_nxM_f6lYZRdPDrHopKK0K1mEOloZ7nKOq06Q_VbI8BmtJIEHswSuoxEdkabl63HFDNFIjm5webGoG&sjdu=VyNrwcfTK15LupteTX0rmbWKeRCzAVRglslokSuy0Fw&acatk=1jsrhm8lujthn801&pub=4a1b367933fd867b19b072952f68dceb&camk=C3EPSzFlQw8ZIANBhUQ6Fg%3D%3D&xkcb=SoCS6_M3hbrXme23Rx0PbzkdCdPP&xpse=SoDR6_I3hbrWzqRuoR0IbzkdCdPP&xfps=4bfe9ff9-04e5-491b-b384-357975c18c33&vjs=3
https://uk.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=f039d9a5a8d3fbe6&q=software+engineer&l=Northern+Ireland&tk=1jsri0q7diojn800&from=web&advn=7719544234577637&adid=463552221&ad=-6NYlbfkN0AgkOjaGFnIs1bY_b_sVTTpvP3unM4oKNyzSUp5ccgSy5uedzF9pIu9tOZybqNg2p88GLnG3gmBUZrGlVwHVr4EXqMrrDXPbEkqv6JM99MYp6ILZLT-3L4zo7h7Jhj6zmhZe57I2a3-sOpmtAfaNMwvcFXP9O_Tz7HfXtIgNyu5KP9nm57-x3g6KWMZ9Uz0VXJT4tI9LUl0EuG-iO4X-aZ8upXn5S6LeCC-Ox4ZoMbA64Y8-bF12onv2Pk3lRh3KVavJzXjHULOKwv0YAahpDPd9IoXBtXAFJDq_8Y0fCWZIH3a4MyQjpAooo5NOpjIrGdfW5YYKL-0m8itnZh6gxmhawLoeffbtr2JA8yAAu11-QmrFdUwFPmlSYI0RqvjjhM7iPZ4mCKqdnYF-Lila7YbKDW2N9zRjEcNPUD0Kx_94NWY2tS55KKbspivc5IurwUVvJcGuN5K5-ta_4VlHXrKxCaBX93FgAi7tXj4hQboB2lVlFlHLAKAOIrftHA0yRR3jvOSdS7d2L6jRmHKUOSXLOXTAm41v_fEG-z402w3RZSRPPQ4nOHITulbIXGsU3o5MYwunBi4WN9pHsNmK-oxWYlT40rsaL_5YvJF9MiViA%3D%3D&sjdu=zkONfVVHNlrj7i9F2QFGEIUV8kcIiebWBCslsjsrs7eQaht13LJl9zP-TR1yPoepqM8l8f-D1ELzL_6dDkPu6kRjH1aGSTreaBLtPtpFW24Gb5LLuHCS67mhpQGs1taKQBnRfxYu0gCWIvKWPtgo1UFy0gauNnolbEWxOSXwiBA&acatk=1jsri10snhpl1803&pub=4a1b367933fd867b19b072952f68dceb&camk=C3EPSzFlQw9IpEShVVOIdA%3D%3D&xkcb=SoCP6_M3hbsMkAAMBz0PbzkdCdPP&xpse=SoCR6_I3hbsLx-zm6h0ObzkdCdPP&xfps=314dfc75-66e8-4ff9-85ea-6bcd8c027b95&vjs=3


DEPARTMENT FOR THE ECONOMY SKILLS PROGRAMMES
Skills programmes for individuals

Assured Skills Academies
If you’re unemployed, under-employed, or want to change career, then ASSURED 
SKILLS ACADEMIES pre-employment training can help you. 

Assured Skills Academies help individuals gain the skills they need to compete for 
guaranteed job vacancies, with both new Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) companies 
and expanding locally based businesses.  In the last 2 years over 280 people have 
secured employment through academies.

Apprenticeships
An APPRENTICESHIP can give you the training and qualifications you need to help 
you get ahead in your chosen career. There are currently two framework levels to 
choose from, Level 2 and 3. It usually takes up to two years to complete one level and 
up to four years to finish the two levels depending on their complexity and your ability.

Higher Level Apprenticeship
If you've completed A Levels or equivalent, you may be interested in a HIGHER LEVEL 
APPRENTICESHIP, which offers the opportunity to gain quality training and a 
recognised higher education qualification at level 4 to 7 (Foundation Degree to 
Masters) while in paid employment. By taking part in a Higher Level Apprenticeship, 
you can gain the skills that employers need and that are relevant to the local economy, 
therefore improving your prospects of good earnings and sustained employment.

Skill Up
If you’re aged 18 and over and eligible to work in Northern Ireland, a range of free 
accredited courses are available to help you re-train and re-skill, through SKILL UP – 
the flexible skills programme. The Department for the Economy is supporting free 
short courses, delivered by the local further and higher education providers. 

Skills programmes for businesses
InnovateUs 
INNOVATEUS is fully funded by DfE. It helps businesses with fewer than 50 employees 
gain skills to engage in innovation activities. Delivered by the six local Further Education 
colleges, up to 60 hours of tailored training is provided during each InnovateUs project, 
either in the workplace, college, or via online learning. The programme provides an 
important first step for those small businesses who wish to upskill and innovate. 
Projects help develop ideas for new products, processes, or services and training is 
tailored to meet the needs of each individual business.

Skills Focus 
SKILLS FOCUS aims to support, promote, and facilitate collaborative working between 
business and colleges by providing tailored skills provision to small-to-medium 
enterprises (SMEs) with fewer than 250 employees. It meets business needs by 
increasing the skills levels and employability of the existing workforce to qualifications 
at level 2 and above, up to and including Level 7 (Master’s degree level). The 
programme is currently 90% funded by DfE with a 10% contribution from participating 
businesses.

https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/assured-skills-academies
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/assured-skills-academies
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/campaigns/apprenticeships
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/higher-level-apprenticeships
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/higher-level-apprenticeships
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/skillup
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/skillup
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/innovateus
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/skills-focus-programme

