Statistics Revision Policy

Planned revisions are a standard practice when producing official statistics. 
The following document sets out DfE’s revisions policy. Its purpose is to ensure that users of statistics are aware when statistics are provisional and subject to planned revisions and to provide clarity on how DfE corrects and communicates errors in published statistics.

A policy of accepting revisions enables DfE to provide users with data close to the event but also improve the accuracy of the data as other information becomes available. 
Revisions
The following table describes whether releases are provisional or final, their revision period and the reasons why the data are revised. More detailed information is also provided in the relevant publications. 

Revisions occasionally need to be made outside of this timetable. This may be due to improvements to methodology or changes in data provided. Each of these revisions will be examined by statisticians to see if the effects are significant in terms of the degree of change or whether the changes affect the story the data portrayed.

If revisions arising through improvements to methodology or changes to administrative data are found to be insignificant, they will be introduced and explained in the next planned set of releases. However, if these revisions are thought to affect economic analysis or are sufficiently large, they will be introduced more quickly.

Errors
From time to time, an error is discovered following publication of statistics. 

If the error is insignificant and does not change the key points or conclusions from the statistical analysis, the error will be corrected in line with the revisions timetable or during the next release. However, if these revisions are thought to affect economic analysis or are sufficiently large, they will be introduced more quickly. In all cases, a full explanation will be included in the release.


	Dataset (and frequency of publication)
	Frequency and date of revision
	Period covered
	Reasons

	Enrolments at UK HEIs (annual)
	Not revised
	N/A
	A validated annual HESA dataset is used. 

	Qualifications gained at UK HEIs (annual)
	Not revised
	N/A
	A validated annual HESA dataset is used.

	FE Sector Activity (annual)
	Not revised
	N/A
	A validated annual FE CDR dataset is used.

	Essential Skills Enrolments and Outcomes
(annual)
	Not revised
	N/A
	A validated annual FE CDR dataset is used.

	Higher Level Apprenticeships at HEIs
(annual) 
	Not revised
	N/A
	HLAs at HEIs are drawn from a subset of the validated annual HESA dataset. 

	Higher Level Apprenticeships at FE Colleges and CAFRE/Level 2 Traineeships
(annual)
	Not revised 
	N/A
	HLAs at FE Colleges are drawn from a subset of the validated annual FE CDR dataset. 


	Skills for Life and Work/
ApprenticeshipsNI (biannually)

	Revised twice a year through publication of Statistical Bulletins and Fact Sheets, which cover life of programmes. Previously published bulletins are not updated.
	From introduction of programme.
	On and off flow nature of programme. 
There is a lag in recording qualification and destination information on administrative system. Continuous improvement in statistical process.
 

	Careers Advice and Future Intentions research (YPBAS)
	Not revised 
	2019 and 2022
	YPBAS data are collected by NISRA and any revisions carried out to dataset at source. 

	Electricity Consumption and Renewable Generation 
	Revised quarterly through publication of Statistical Bulletins in March, June, September and December. 
	2018 to date
	Own use generation is forecasted using  Department for Energy Security
& Net Zero (DESNZ) data and is revised annually. 

Monthly generation data may be revised if updated data is received from the data providers Northern Ireland Networks Ltd (NIE Networks) and System Operator for Northern Ireland (SONI).
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