Freedom of Information and Environmental Information Regulations performance statistics – Department for the Economy

This report sets out the Department for the Economy’s performance in handling requests under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) and the Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (EIR). For 2026, these statistics are presented on a quarterly basis. Annual statistics are published separately. Table 1 shows requests received during each quarter of the reporting year. Subsequent tables show how requests and related review or complaint cases were handled and concluded during the relevant quarter. Requests are classified under FOIA or the EIR according to the nature of the information requested. Explanatory notes are included beneath relevant tables to clarify how categories have been applied.

Table 1: FOI/EIR Requests Received in 2026

	Description
	Q1
	Q2
	Q3
	Q4

	Number of requests processed under EIR
	20
	-
	-
	-

	Number of requests processed under FOIA
	44
	-
	-
	-

	Number of requests received
	64
	-
	-
	-



Table 2: Category of Request

	Category of Requester
	Q1
	Q2
	Q3
	Q4

	Media
	12
	-
	-
	-

	Public Representative
	4
	-
	-
	-

	Member of the Public
	44
	-
	-
	-

	Researcher
	1
	-
	-
	-

	Solicitor
	0
	-
	-
	-

	Business
	1
	-
	-
	-

	Campaigning Group
	2
	-
	-
	-



Table 3: Outcomes

	Outcomes
	Q1
	Q2
	Q3
	Q4

	Total number of requests received
	64
	-
	-
	-

	Requests ‘lapsed’
	0
	-
	-
	-

	Still being processed**
	0
	-
	-
	-

	Total resolvable requests
	64
	-
	-
	-

	Number where information not held
	11
	-
	-
	-

	Requests closed
	9
	-
	-
	-

	Granted in full
	13
	-
	-
	-

	Fully withheld
	12
	-
	-
	-

	Partially disclosed
	19
	-
	-
	-



* “Lapsed” means requests that were not progressed because the requester failed to respond to clarification or refinement within the statutory timeframe (i.e. the request expired and was closed without a substantive response).
** FOI/EIR requests received but not yet issued a response at the time of reporting.

Table 4: Timeliness of Response 

	Timeliness
	Q1
	Q2
	Q3
	Q4

	Responded to ‘in ‘time’* 
	64
	-
	-
	-

	Percentage responded to in time
	100%
	-
	-
	-



* “Under FOIA, public authorities must respond to requests promptly and in any event within 20 working days. For the purposes of this table, responses counted as ‘in time’ include those issued within the statutory deadline and those where a permitted extension applied, including additional time for consideration of the public interest under FOIA and extensions permitted under the EIR for complex or voluminous requests.

Table 5: Exemptions Applied

	Exemptions*
	Q1
	Q2
	Q3
	Q4

	S21: Information accessible to applicant by other means
	3
	-
	-
	-

	S27: International Relations
	1
	-
	-
	-

	S29: The Economy
	3
	-
	-
	-

	S31: Law Enforcement
	2
	-
	-
	-

	S32: Court Records, etc.
	1
	-
	-
	-

	S35: Formulation of Government Policy, etc.
	3
	-
	-
	-

	S40: Personal Information
	12
	-
	-
	-

	S43: Commercial Interests
	10
	-
	-
	-



* Under FOIA, a public authority may withhold information it holds only where a relevant exemption applies. More than one exemption may be applied to a single request. Totals in this table therefore do not necessarily equal the number of requests withheld or partially withheld.

Table 6: Exceptions Applied

	Exceptions*
	Q1
	Q2
	Q3
	Q4

	4(a): Information not held when request received
	5
	-
	-
	-

	4(b): Manifestly unreasonable
	3
	-
	-
	-

	4(c): Too general
	2
	-
	-
	-

	4(d): Work in progress / incomplete data
	3
	-
	-
	-

	4(e): Internal communications
	2
	-
	-
	-

	5(e): Impinges on confidentiality of commercial or industrial information
	1
	-
	-
	-

	13(a): Personal data
	4
	-
	-
	-



* Under the EIR, a public authority may refuse to disclose environmental information only where a relevant exception applies and the public interest test, where required, supports withholding the information. More than one exception may be applied to a single request. Totals in this table therefore do not necessarily equal the number of requests withheld or partially withheld.

Table 7: Internal Reviews

	Internal Reviews*
	Q1
	Q2
	Q3
	Q4

	Total Number of Appeals
	4
	-
	-
	-

	Number where outcome known
	4
	-
	-
	-

	of these: Original decision upheld in full
	4
	-
	-
	-

	Original decision upheld in part
	0
	-
	-
	-

	Complaint upheld
	0
	-
	-
	-

	Total number of reviews completed within 20 working days**
	3
	-
	-
	-



* Requesters can ask a public authority to carry out an internal review if they are unhappy with a decision to withhold requested information or if their request was not handled ‘in time’.
** Under FOI, internal reviews should normally be completed within 20 working days. Under the EIR, this period may be extended by a further 20 working days where the case is complex or voluminous. Reviews completed within that extended period are still counted as “in time”.

Table 8: Known Complaints to the Information Commissioner's Office (ICO)

	Appeals to ICO
	Q1
	Q2
	Q3
	Q4

	Total number of appeals
	1
	-
	-
	-

	Number where outcome known
	0
	-
	-
	-

	of these: Original decision upheld in full
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Original decision upheld in part
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Complaint upheld
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Informally resolved
	-
	-
	-
	-



