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ONLINE JOB POSTING TRENDS

KEY MESSAGES
While recognising that the data from this source can vary from 
month to month and readers should avoid drawing conclusions on 
the basis of one month’s figures, the latest data shows that:

	►Online job postings in Northern Ireland fell by 25% from the 
previous month, with approximately 9,200 new job postings 
recorded in April 2026. There was a 16% annual increase in job 
postings compared to April 2025.
	►UK jobs postings fell by 13% compared to the previous month, 
while annual figures were 12% lower than April 2025.
	►Communication was the top listed common skill in job postings, 
appearing in 42% of job listings. This was followed by Management 
at 23% and Customer Service at 22%.

*Figures correct as at 06/05/2026

HOSPITALITY
400 online jobs postings were in industries 
aligned with Hospitality.

Job postings in the Hospitality* 
industry decreased by 39% from 
the previous month and were 
5% lower than postings in 
April 2025. 

The top posted job titles in 
this industry included Kitchen 
Porters, Team Members and 
Night Porters.

*SIC codes 55 and 56, which cover 
accommodation, food and beverage service activities

TOP OCCUPATIONS

https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/campaigns/careers

SALES RELATED 
OCCUPATIONS 

N.E.C.

Approx. 
450 jobs

5% of job 
postings

POPULAR JOB TITLES:
	► Sales Assistants
	► Sales Advisors
	► Sales Executives
	► Retail Sales Assistants  

SKILLS:
	► Customer Relationship 

Management
	► Selling Techniques
	► Product Knowledge
	► Key Performance 

Indicators 

BOOK-KEEPERS, 
PAYROLL 

MANAGERS AND 
WAGE CLERKS

Approx. 
350 jobs

4% of job 
postings

POPULAR JOB TITLES:
	► Accounts Assistants
	► Finance Assistants
	► Purchase Ledger Clerks
	► Payroll Administrators  

SKILLS:
	► Finance
	► Invoicing
	► Accounting
	► Financial Statements  

PROGRAMMERS 
AND SOFTWARE 
DEVELOPMENT 

PROFESSIONALS   

Approx. 
300 jobs

3% of job 
postings

POPULAR JOB TITLES:
	► Game Testers
	► Software Engineers
	► Staff Software Engineers
	► Artifical Intelligence 

Engineers 

SKILLS:
	► Scalability
	► Continuous Integration/ 

Continuous Delivery
	► Amazon Web Services
	► Software Engineering    

*Figures are subject to revision by Lightcast

https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/campaigns/careers


ONLINE 
JOB POSTINGS
Jobs reported to the Northern Ireland Employment Service can be found on JobApplyNI. 
If you wish to chat online with a careers adviser for advice and guidance on your careers 
options see Nidirect careers.

SALES RELATED OCCUPATIONS N.E.C.

Job title Employer Location

Sales Executive Donnelly Group Dungannon

Sales Assistant Flannels Belfast

Sales Advisor Argento Omagh

Retail Advisor Virgin Media Belfast

Sales Assistant Matalan Craigavon

Sales Assistant Sports Direct Newry

Sales Assistant Gordons Chemists Belfast

Sales Assistant IKEA Belfast

BOOK-KEEPERS, PAYROLL MANAGERS AND WAGE CLERKS

Job title Employer Location

Book-keeper Stairlift Solutions NI Newtownards

Accounts Payable Specialist Terex Corporation Craigavon

Payroll Associate Ernst & Young Global Ltd Belfast

Payroll and Finance Officer Sullivan Upper School Holywood

Book-keeper T Devlin Limited Randalstown

Book-keeper MDE Machinery Ltd Armagh

Book-keeper Mac Electrics Ltd Armagh

Book-keeper AX Board Ltd Newry

PROGRAMMERS AND SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT PROFESSIONALS 

Job title Employer Location

IT Service Desk Analyst DFS Trading Ltd Dungannon

Java Engineer Ernst & Young Global Ltd Belfast

IT Support Technician Donnelly Group Dungannon

Java Developer Deloitte Belfast

Software Developer Randox Laboratories Crumlin

Software Engineer TP ICAP Group Belfast

Java Developer Citi Belfast

IT Support Technician Wilson Computers Ltd Bangor

https://www.jobapplyni.com
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/services/chat-with-a-careers-adviser
https://www.nijobs.com/job/used-car-sales-executive/donnelly-group-job107207370
https://frasers.group/careers/jobs/job/744000122665259
https://www.nijobs.com/job/sales-advisor/argento-job107192932
https://jobs.virginmediao2.co.uk/en_US/careersmarketplace/JobDetail/Retail-Advisor-38hrs-Castle-Court/106920
https://www.nijobs.com/job/general-sales-assistant-perm/matalan-job107161925
https://frasers.group/careers/jobs/job/744000122420860
https://www.nijobs.com/job/casual-sales-assistant/gordons-chemists-job107173613
https://uk.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=3775b3982cf72aa0&tk=1jobisp0qjvnu802&from=serp&vjs=3
https://uk.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=8e910744ad778ffb&q=book+keeper&l=Northern+Ireland&tk=1jobj2hp12fm8000&from=web&advn=8803592952100021&adid=461709290&ad=-6NYlbfkN0BDFVbgk9pNHEg1XQRiloomt2xoBfK0ecdl9zsfVlEHg1h-uOtb9a8ry4fYTPHyL_exWBlmTOM1TRzbeRFO5iMcUqEPZQgDuHXbJlo26nZ00umRIOamTBcfy4OS1W9CK4-6SER7qGqNFifwR3VCe3e1XAekowCsTDKceT29m7CQp47MSdCIbu2vANeN7KY0AdfR5Nt4yi4LoDySdsfeLzA5hyPq3QDk3bG_t4UYEIzfN_xo98AXEmdCUdMiKG2yZOispHTtvkQKVEM6JeRpZEL8JN19KYdMEYVAKBxrrl_q7eF8oI_7zkWY9b71EN4hBxsBD5dcsF_GoaevVSqH6y1il53ZgZdwVT5FMkmmyQCg-iyzZvXsQZ0tG2h8ZMCtjg-FIO-UYfjkezonAb4FnUrNd8G51Y711axDjxg92Yqo9Dbayh16MZggGjaE-xmu9QL7fAUn6gRbcFTPOhOKQckHAdP9U2TkQHSQDFmUCVoN_ZlFSLwE_SBCUcngcrRkbZrIDGyEJ2M5nxz5Lt4knUtfAlNvhlFEomO0-_p43ZELFg%3D%3D&pub=4a1b367933fd867b19b072952f68dceb&camk=C3EPSzFlQw9zBjwGU1FgGQ%3D%3D&xkcb=SoD46_M3jLuF5ywApJ0KbzkdCdPP&xpse=SoDY6_I3jLufcYQNhB0PbzkdCdPP&xfps=b6a77e0d-8ea9-48dc-9259-d67383b8a26d&vjs=3
https://jobs.accaglobal.com/job/13863652/accounts-payable-specialist
https://careers.ey.com/ey/job/newcastle-upon-tyne-senior-associate,-payroll-delivery,-newcastle-upon-tynemanchesterbelfast-1-ne1-4jd/1387365233
https://www.careersinaudit.com/jobs/payroll-and-finance-officer-holywood-county-down/2736311660-2
https://www.nijobs.com/job/bookkeeper-office/t-devlin-limited-job107168255
https://uk.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=fb8057fc914ab341&q=book+keeper&l=Northern+Ireland&tk=1jobj2hp12fm8000&from=web&advn=6877207993237266&adid=461465214&ad=-6NYlbfkN0D7fXignXIHwXZF4u9_hbEmyCLu3lNEzhimQXAkJLCi9CbiNo7TnjnPkA487GG4wOtE_0H_h4n368y9vhphDGSHRd3Lln0uC3kvPJkJLcKPaIyVNddkZLOt4zLDplbUD3dWDtv7ZvuGaF2fOPZP0iFl4433i92_pxK6VqtWDP7L6VhcS0NXj4AVstLFApIN-2xbWXEBNMmcwCDKmV6fwnt13DFDAm4kk73Mom5IGFw1ESoRgIxBgv8hidoWPifFw00vDaJ37-XaPWlSjZDA3HEGEaSL7mE1gFL3baoS98oZj9vJHSuG-r-tijI2jlLDB_qeB8B7BVW0o4FXA0XZ8TTm8AnA4AJuCExHozV3DeAYkzjQcdlL-AGyWDTHnfqfK6qvJVQhyR2o8-R4WVFOPmbLsUxK-Gl7Att_WYrY41XXcw7zSSJokOTPZLCd8JaQ3WDUNPsIsyD5sI0EdqSQEFt7Jsf2yR4p9FFgGLdrsofZODGV5AfXIBXHfI4pECTAG5D4WQMeRXwaATTJ3vum9HX67VrZQmAPJG4%3D&pub=4a1b367933fd867b19b072952f68dceb&camk=C3EPSzFlQw-b8L8ZO-tuWA%3D%3D&xkcb=SoDr6_M3jLuF5ywApJ0ObzkdCdPP&xpse=SoAS6_I3jLur0mg15z0PbzkdCdPP&xfps=5f0e58d4-2c02-4f70-b9fc-4f23972b4526&vjs=3
https://uk.indeed.com/viewjob?cmp=Mac-Electrics-Ltd&t=Bookkeeper&jk=e2354aa8bab349bf&q=book+keeper&xpse=SoBR67I3k-UKjBwktp0LbzkdCdPP&xfps=bb05c59f-7675-4894-aadd-ffaf977eeba5&xkcb=SoBt67M3k-ULlQRUih0IbzkdCdPP&vjs=3
https://uk.indeed.com/viewjob?cmp=Ax-Board&t=Office+Manager&jk=6e43635d1a044970&q=book+keeper&xpse=SoCQ67I3k-UcJFQksJ0LbzkdCdPP&xfps=ea10409d-0353-4a6c-ae7d-119aadda8f98&xkcb=SoCt67M3k-ULlQRUih0FbzkdCdPP&vjs=3
https://www.nijobs.com/job/it-service-desk-analyst/dfs-trading-ltd-job107159764
https://careers.ey.com/ey/job/belfast-consultant-junior-java-engineer-de-tc-uki-belfast-bt2-7dt/1388426433
https://www.nijobs.com/job/it-support-technician/donnelly-group-job107179162
https://apply.deloitte.co.uk/UKCareers/JobDetail/Senior-Consultant-Java-Developer-Solutions-Engineering-AI-Data-Belfast/23173
https://uk.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=750c581b2bb3d10d&tk=1jnue6nv2iohs800&from=serp&vjs=3
https://uk.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=571d98f2596daab7&tk=1jnuecv54ioh8800&from=serp&vjs=3
https://www.reed.co.uk/jobs/fitp-middle-office-senior-java-developer-citi/56819441
https://uk.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=0e2635b2b5b4f4d9&q=ai+engineer&l=Northern+Ireland&tk=1jobjbfm8jhrh800&from=web&advn=695269549732230&adid=460951961&ad=-6NYlbfkN0AVoUtXmiilQuGPmGHgS_7kUNRfcwXmPz7WIUuaRFlBKA3kMKB6Yxx3xmEvxXPmGkQxrJiwGoUfkon21OJ9ecE4D20NaTLXxHzkHvlhvrbk1Qf1kDXaM-VPeFH0fPbFJlCWVbHxTZlP2AkwQ3viCB4viTyyEB2XkvhjVeKKUHtaMiFSPD0jxvdcqoChihPqtJa1PFycfYDeS9x0WKkRkG1DF8Yu728wumEkno5JLCzM1qhBy89zAPGlVZSYvNgTL7Xd6WOAtDz2cr8Ab8Yv1fiuAkbjM-rlgmuUlBMDSPTjtTL9AMig_p6u-kS3p-jdUENWMN21p13dxsZLduA3pCIfQ08JbirbELEJVHWArIxVxf6pyBBfLQUB-ZI7ZgsKxl2cWTQqiDoqUrL5eaftXbg2pIuxpApGyHyBO0Uh-YB2zXEunfAoOBbpu8owMDCY8Z33F_piIDHzkY7P2ftdI4UkxIXBo5cM9-uhLMYXhzFzxK6fYepSh0TRlRanp8hNJMUSzWG3nuCk8p5xZwum44gN4h2s5YNni3xjxtFzIp8EFC7RklRUNVLO&pub=4a1b367933fd867b19b072952f68dceb&camk=C3EPSzFlQw8ryfjBmjLEHA%3D%3D&xkcb=SoDe6_M3jLuiIXxYc50ObzkdCdPP&xpse=SoDe6_I3jLu_fJQNgJ0PbzkdCdPP&xfps=1b3a3f4a-37b0-434a-9165-3c8c647ade7c&vjs=3


DEPARTMENT FOR THE ECONOMY SKILLS PROGRAMMES
Skills programmes for individuals

Assured Skills Academies
If you’re unemployed, under-employed, or want to change career, then ASSURED 
SKILLS ACADEMIES pre-employment training can help you. 

Assured Skills Academies help individuals gain the skills they need to compete for 
guaranteed job vacancies, with both new Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) companies 
and expanding locally based businesses.  In the last 2 years over 280 people have 
secured employment through academies.

Apprenticeships
An APPRENTICESHIP can give you the training and qualifications you need to help 
you get ahead in your chosen career. There are currently two framework levels to 
choose from, Level 2 and 3. It usually takes up to two years to complete one level and 
up to four years to finish the two levels depending on their complexity and your ability.

Higher Level Apprenticeship
If you've completed A Levels or equivalent, you may be interested in a HIGHER LEVEL 
APPRENTICESHIP, which offers the opportunity to gain quality training and a 
recognised higher education qualification at level 4 to 7 (Foundation Degree to 
Masters) while in paid employment. By taking part in a Higher Level Apprenticeship, 
you can gain the skills that employers need and that are relevant to the local economy, 
therefore improving your prospects of good earnings and sustained employment.

Skill Up
If you’re aged 18 and over and eligible to work in Northern Ireland, a range of free 
accredited courses are available to help you re-train and re-skill, through SKILL UP – 
the flexible skills programme. The Department for the Economy is supporting free 
short courses, delivered by the local further and higher education providers. 

Skills programmes for businesses
InnovateUs 
INNOVATEUS is fully funded by DfE. It helps businesses with fewer than 50 employees 
gain skills to engage in innovation activities. Delivered by the six local Further Education 
colleges, up to 60 hours of tailored training is provided during each InnovateUs project, 
either in the workplace, college, or via online learning. The programme provides an 
important first step for those small businesses who wish to upskill and innovate. 
Projects help develop ideas for new products, processes, or services and training is 
tailored to meet the needs of each individual business.

Skills Focus 
SKILLS FOCUS aims to support, promote, and facilitate collaborative working between 
business and colleges by providing tailored skills provision to small-to-medium 
enterprises (SMEs) with fewer than 250 employees. It meets business needs by 
increasing the skills levels and employability of the existing workforce to qualifications 
at level 2 and above, up to and including Level 7 (Master’s degree level). The 
programme is currently 90% funded by DfE with a 10% contribution from participating 
businesses.

https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/assured-skills-academies
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/assured-skills-academies
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/campaigns/apprenticeships
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/higher-level-apprenticeships
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/higher-level-apprenticeships
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/skillup
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/skillup
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/innovateus
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/skills-focus-programme

