DfE Declaration of Interest Register 2025-26 (updated April 2026)
DfE Senior Officials and Board and ARAC Members

(This register covers the period 1 April 2025 to 31 March 2026)
	Group
	Division
	Grade
	Name
	Details / Circumstances

	n/a
	n/a
	Minister
	Dr Caoimhe Archibald 
	· Member of Ballymena & Causeway Credit Union. 
· Member of the National Trust.
· Two close family members are councillors on Causeway, Coast & Glens Council.

	n/a
	n/a
	Special Adviser
	Eoin Rooney              
	· Close family member is a civil servant in DfE.

	DfE ARAC
	ARAC Chair
	Non-Executive
	Michael McKavanagh                
	· Ulster Bank Pension Trustees Limited: Trustee Director, and Chair of Trustee Board – remunerated.
· Treasurer and Board Director of Ulster Youth Orchestra. 
· Trustee Member of Board of Governors of St Bernard's Primary School, Belfast - not remunerated.
· Fellow Chartered Accountants Ireland.

	DfE ARAC
	ARAC 
	Non-Executive
	Fiona Keenan                                          (to 16 March 2026)        
	· Owner/Director of Keenan HR Consulting Limited (Human Resources Consultancy). 
· Close family member is Group Chief Financial Officer for Strand Homes (Property Development Company). 
· Associate Consultant for Health and Social Care Leadership Centre, part of the Business Services Organisation – remunerated.
· Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Personnel and Development. 
· Accredited member of Association for Coaching - not remunerated.
· Close family member currently is an Alliance Party Councillor. 
· Close family member is a member of the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA).

	DfE ARAC
	ARAC 
	Non-Executive
	Mark Lowry                              
	· Non-Executive Director, McAvoy Holdings Ltd (to October 2025) – remunerated. 
· Non-Executive Director, Thomas Telford Ltd (to May 2025) – not remunerated.
· Member of the Rotary luncheon club, Belfast West.
· Member of the Select Vestry, Holy Trinity Church, Lisnaskea.
· Non-Executive Board Member and Chair of the ‘Business & Development Committee,’ Business Services Organisation – remunerated.
· Independent Non Executive Independent Advisor with the Asset Management & Maintenance Committee: NI Housing Executive – remunerated.
· Chartered Civil Engineer. Fellow of the Institute of Civil Engineers (ICE). STEM Ambassador with ICE.

	DfE ARAC
	ARAC 
	Non-Executive
	Louise Skelly           (from 12 January 2026)              
	· Self Employed Farmer.
· Farm at Katesbridge and some rental property.
· Trustee – Agrisearch. 
· Trustee - Dromara Connect.
· Lay Magistrate - NI Courts and Tribunals Service.
· Member of the Nature Friendly Farming Network (Currently Vice Chair, NI).
· Member of the Ulster Farmers Union. 
· Member of Women in Business. 
· Member of Moredun Institute.
· Close family member is a member is a Non-Executive member on the AFBI Board and is also a member of DAERA High Level Scientific Advisory Group.
· Member of the public advisory group of the Royal College of Veterinary Services.

	DfE ARAC
	ARAC 
	Non-Executive
	Peter Jakobsen 
	Nothing declared.

	Permanent Secretary 
	n/a
	Perm Sec 
	Ian Snowden     
	Nothing declared.

	Permanent Secretary's Office
	n/a
	Grade 3 
	Paul Grocott                               (from 6 September 2025 to 27 February 2026)
	· Member of the Board for the Arts Council of NI - not remunerated.
· Family member works for Terex GB Ltd T/A Terex Finlay. Terex GB Ltd is a Client Company of Invest NI. Family member has no role in the Invest NI Client management relationship as they are a technical support engineer.

	Economic Policy 
	n/a
	Grade 3 
	Paul Grocott                               (to 5 September 2025)
	· Member of the Board for the Arts Council of NI - not remunerated.
· Family member works for Terex GB Ltd T/A Terex Finlay. Terex GB Ltd is a Client Company of Invest NI. Family member has no role in the Invest NI Client management relationship as they are a technical support engineer.

	Economic Policy 
	n/a
	Grade 3
	Mark Lee                              (from 22 September 2025)
	· Director of L’Arche Belfast (a learning disability charity that runs a small number of social enterprises) - not remunerated.
· Close family member works in the NI Assembly.

	Economic Policy 
	Economic 
Infrastructure
	Grade 5
	Ciaran McGarrity
	· GAA.

	Economic Policy 
	Social and Regional 
Economy
	Grade 5 
	Giulia Ni Dhulchaointigh
	· East Belfast GAA Club – Camogie.
· Victoria Park and Connswater Athletic Club.

	Economic Policy 
	Economic Partnership  
and Delivery
	Grade 5
	Michelle Scott 
	· Board of Governor at Lough View Integrated Primary School, Belfast - not remunerated. 
· Member of DAERA Audit and Risk committee - not remunerated.
· Chair of Economy Committee is family member’s partner. 

	Economic Policy 
	Trade, Innovation and Priority Sectors 
	Grade 5
	Alan Ramsey             
	Nothing declared.

	Management Services & Regulation
	n/a
	Grade 3
	Shane Murphy                        
	· Member of some small sporting clubs locally – a local Boxing Club and local Football Club. 
· Member of the local Credit Union and the Nationwide Building Society.
· Some family members have small farming interests, and one runs a small car mechanic business. Another is CEO of a SME sized Software Engineering company based in England, with a small office in Belfast. 

	Management Services & Regulation
	Central Services
	Grade 5
	Michelle Bell 
	Nothing declared.

	Management Services & Regulation
	Strategic Engagement 
	Grade 5
	Ciara Dolan
	Nothing declared.

	Management Services & Regulation
	Consumer Protection and Workplace Safety 
	Grade 5 
	Maeve Hamilton
	Nothing declared.

	Management Services & Regulation
	Finance 
(Financial Reporting & Systems and Insolvency)
	Grade 5
	Sharon Hetherington 
	· Member of the Chartered Institute of Finance and Accountancy (CIPFA).
· Member of the Committee of the Northern Ireland Branch of CIPFA - not remunerated.
· Close family member is Director of the Ulster University Economic Policy Centre. Also, a member of the Transformation Board.
· Independent member of Northern Ireland Housing Executive Audit & Risk Assurance Committee - renumerated (take unpaid leave to accommodate). 
· School Governor of Victoria College Belfast.

	Management Services & Regulation
	Finance 
(Budgeting and Business Partner)
	Grade 5
	Johanna Park                   
	· Member of Chartered Accountants Ireland.

	Management Services & Regulation
	Business & Employment Regulation 
	Grade 5
	Colin Jack
	· Member of FDA Trade Union. 
· Member of Audit and Risk Assurance Committee, NI Environment Agency - not remunerated.

	Management Services & Regulation
	Corporate Governance
	Grade 5
	Laura McPolin                   
	· Director of Harland and Wolff PLC - not remunerated. 
· Barrister.
· Close family member is a Director of a social enterprise and another runs their own business.

	Management Services & Regulation
	Analytical Services
	Grade 5
	Victor Dukelow
	· Director of Limavady Hardware Company Limited (appointed 23 August 2021).
· By virtue of membership of the Select Vestry of St Columba’s Parish Church, Knock, charity trustee of that organisation.

	Skills and Education
	n/a
	Grade 3
	Moira Doherty                            (to 23 February 2026)
	· Close family member is employed by QUB.
· Module co-ordinator and a member of the Steering Group for the Ulster University/NICS MPA (Master of Public Administration) - not remunerated.
· Parent Governor on the Lagan College Belfast Board of Governors.

	Skills and Education
	n/a
	Grade 3
	Louise Watson                                (from 24 February 2026)
	· Close family member works for AstraZeneca.
· Member of DoH Audit and Risk committee (since Jan 2024) - not remunerated.

	Skills and Education
	Careers & Post School Transitions 
	Grade 5
	Clement Athanasiou 
	Nothing declared.

	Skills and Education
	Higher Education 
	Grade 5
	Mark Lee                              (to 22 September 2025)
	· Board member and Director of L’Arche Belfast (a learning disability charity) - not remunerated.
· School Governor at Ravenscroft pre-school and nursery - not remunerated.
· Close family member works in the NI Assembly.

	Skills and Education
	Higher Education 
	Grade 5 (acting)
	Graham Miller                             (from 22 September 2025)
	· Member of the Chartered Institute of Management Accountants - not remunerated.
· Close family member is a Director (Grade 5) in the Department of Health.
· Playing member of Donaghadee Rugby Football Club. Fixtures Secretary and member of the Club Council - not remunerated.

	Skills and Education
	Policy & Services
	Grade 5 (acting)
	Annette Palmer       
	· Board of Governors Rainey Endowed School - not remunerated.
· Fellow, Chartered Accountants Ireland. 

	Skills and Education
	Further Education 
	Grade 5
	Louise Watson                               (to 23 February 2026)
	· Close family member works for AstraZeneca.
· Member of DoH Audit and Risk committee (since Jan 2024) - not remunerated.

	Skills and Education
	Further Education 
	Grade 5 (acting)
	Kathryn McCamley   (from 15 December 2025 to 15 February 2026)
	Nothing declared.

	Skills and Education
	Further Education 
	Grade 5
	Janis Scallon                                 (from 16 February 2026)
	Nothing declared.

	Skills and Education
	Skills in Industry 
	Grade 5
	Graeme Wilkinson
	· Board of Governors for Moneymore Primary school - not remunerated.
· Institute Chartered Accountants Ireland Public Sector Chair - not remunerated.

	Skills and Education
	Magee Expansion
	Grade 5
	Linda McGuinness
	· Department of Health – ARAC Independent Member since November 2022 - not remunerated.
· Northern Ireland Investment Fund – Independent Board Member since November 2022 - not remunerated.

	Energy
	n/a
	Grade 3
	Richard Rodgers
	· Resigned from Public Appointment non-executive director on the board of the Northern Ireland Authority for Utility Regulation on 31 March 2019 (had been a member since 2011).
· Participant in the NIRO (renewable electricity) scheme – solar panels installed in June 2015.
· Phoenix Natural Gas - employed from 1996 to 2008 initially with responsibility for business planning and regulatory matters. In 2000 appointed Business Development Director (fiduciary director) with responsibility for a wide range of areas including marketing communications, PR, public affairs, gas procurement and regulation. Bound by a lifetime confidentiality agreement.

	Energy
	Energy Strategy & Corporate Services
	Grade 5
	Anne- Marie McConn                  
	Nothing declared.

	Energy
	Energy Operations 
	Grade 5
	Sarah Brady                 
	· Trustee, Age NI. 

	Energy
	Heat, Buildings & Climate Change
	Grade 5 
	Ryan White            
	· Professional Member of Energy Institute – MEI, CEng, Chartered Energy 
Engineer.

	Energy
	Business, Gas, Minerals & Renewable Electricity
	Grade 5
	Jimmy Graham                                         
	· Institution of Mechanical Engineers.



