
Social Enterprise
Support Pathway NI

Pre-Start

Pre Idea &
Exploration-Start

	� Catalyst - Co-builders
	� King’s Trust - Enterprise
	� NI Explore Enterprise 
Support Service

	� Belfast City Council -  
Go Social

	� �Local Enterprise 
Agencies

Start-Up

Establishment  
& Validation

	� Go Succeed – Start
	� Local Enterprise 
Agencies

	� My New Business 
(online tool – NI Bus 
Info)

	� Belfast City Council 
Test Trading – St 
George’s Market

Growth

Consolidation  
& Expansion

	� Skills Focus and 
Innovate Us (DfE)

	� Executive Leadership 
Programme (SENI)

	� Go Succeed - Grow
	� InterTradeIreland - 
SELECT

	� Invest NI - Ambition 
to Grow

Scaling

Expand Reach  
& Operations

	� Go Succeed – Scale
	� InterTradeIreland- Acumen
	� InterTradeIreland - Go-2-
Tender

	� InterTradeIreland - First-
Time Exporters Accelerator

	� Invest NI – Leadership and 
Capability Development

Exporting

International 
Markets

	� Invest NI – Export 
and Capability 
Development

	� InterTradeIreland - 
Trade Export Pathway 

Useful Resources

	 Social Enterprise Northern Ireland

	 nibusinessinfo.co.uk

	 Enterprise NI

	 Social Enterprise Champions

	 Northern Ireland Housing Executive

	 InterTradeIreland Trade Hub

	 Federation of Small Businesses

Potential Funding Streams
	▸ UnLtd
	▸ Community Finance Ireland
	▸ National Lottery Awards 

for All NI
	▸ Strengthening 

Communities

	▸ Dormant Assets for All
	▸ The UK Fund
	▸ Growth Impact Fund
	▸ Business Innovation Grant
	▸ GoSucceed Grant
	▸ Enterprise NI

	▸ NI Small Business Loan Fund
	▸ Investment Fund for NI
	▸ Stobart Sustainability Fund
	▸ Joseph Rowntree Foundation
	▸ James Kane Foundation

	� socialeconomy@economy-ni.gov.uk

https://www.co-builders.co/
https://www.kingstrust.org.uk/how-we-can-help/courses/enterprise/northern-ireland
https://econx-wp.startium.co.uk/business-support/explore/
https://econx-wp.startium.co.uk/business-support/explore/
https://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/business-and-investment/city-for-business/social-economy
https://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/business-and-investment/city-for-business/social-economy
https://enterpriseni.com/local-enterprise-agencies/
https://enterpriseni.com/local-enterprise-agencies/
https://go-succeed.com/start/
https://enterpriseni.com/local-enterprise-agencies/
https://enterpriseni.com/local-enterprise-agencies/
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/my-new-business
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/my-new-business
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/my-new-business
https://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/testtradeatSGM
https://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/testtradeatSGM
https://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/testtradeatSGM
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/sites/default/files/2023-05/Innovate-Us-Skills-Focus-Programme-April-2023.pdf
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/sites/default/files/2023-05/Innovate-Us-Skills-Focus-Programme-April-2023.pdf
https://socialenterpriseni.org/executive-leadership-programme-developing-sustainability-for-social-economy-leaders/
https://socialenterpriseni.org/executive-leadership-programme-developing-sustainability-for-social-economy-leaders/
https://go-succeed.com/grow/
https://www.investni.com/support-for-business/regional-business-network/ambition-to-grow
https://www.investni.com/support-for-business/regional-business-network/ambition-to-grow
https://go-succeed.com/scale/
https://intertradeireland.com/sales-growth/acumen
https://intertradeireland.com/sales-growth/tender-successfully/go-2-tender
https://intertradeireland.com/sales-growth/tender-successfully/go-2-tender
https://intertradeireland.com/sales-growth/first-time-exporters-accelerator
https://intertradeireland.com/sales-growth/first-time-exporters-accelerator
https://www.investni.com/support-for-business/leadership-and-capability-development
https://www.investni.com/support-for-business/leadership-and-capability-development
https://www.investni.com/support-for-business/export-and-capability-development
https://www.investni.com/support-for-business/export-and-capability-development
https://www.investni.com/support-for-business/export-and-capability-development
https://intertradeireland.com/sales-growth/trade-export-pathway
https://intertradeireland.com/sales-growth/trade-export-pathway
https://socialenterpriseni.org/
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/content/start-social-enterprise
https://enterpriseni.com/
https://www.nihe.gov.uk/community/social-enterprise/social-enterprise-plus-programme
https://intertradeireland.com/trade-hub
https://www.fsb.org.uk/
https://unltd.org.uk/
https://communityfinanceireland.com/
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/funding-programmes/national-lottery-awards-for-all-northern-ireland
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/funding-programmes/national-lottery-awards-for-all-northern-ireland
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/funding-programmes/strengthening-communities
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/funding-programmes/strengthening-communities
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/funding-programmes/dormant-assets-for-all
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/funding-programmes/the-uk-fund
https://growthimpactfund.org.uk/
https://www.investni.com/support-for-business/innovation-support/business-innovation-grant
https://go-succeed.com/
https://enterpriseni.com/business-support/access-to-finance/
https://nisblf.com/
https://www.british-business-bank.co.uk/finance-options/nations-and-regions-investment-funds/investment-fund-for-northern-ireland
https://eddiestobart.com/the-stobart-sustainability-fund/
https://www.jrf.org.uk/funding
https://jameskanefoundation.org/
mailto:socialeconomy%40economy-ni.gov.uk?subject=

