While recognising that the data from this source can vary from month to
month and readers should avoid drawing conclusions on the basis of one
month’s figures, the latest data shows that:

» Online job postings in Northern Ireland remained largely unchanged from
the previous month. Approximately 12,300 new job postings were
recorded in March 2026, matching the figures observed in February.
Despite this, there was a 32% annual increase in job postings compared

to March 2025.

» UK job postings increased by 3% compared to the previous month, while
annual figures were 7% higher than March 2025.

» Programmers and Software Development Professionals entered the top
three occupations for the first time since 2024. Job postings for this group
increased by 17% compared to the previous month and have more than
doubled since March 2025.

*Figures correct as at 08/04/2026 ;%
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POPULAR JOB TITLES:

Sales Assistants

Sales Advisors

Sales Executives :
Sales Consultants >

SKILLS:

Selling Techniques
Customer Relationship

Management
Merchandising
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POPULAR JOB TITLES:
Account Assistants
Payroll Administrators
Finance Assistants
Book-keepers

SKILLS:
Finance
Invoicing
Accounting
Accounts Payable

Product Knowledge

*Figures are subject to revision by Lightcast
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APPRENTICESHIPS

350 online job postings had the following term
in their advertisement: Apprenticeship.

Job postings for apprenticeships
increased by 12% compared

to the previous month and

were 45% higher than in

March 2025.

The top occupations
listed within
apprenticeship roles
were in sales and
electrical trades.
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POPULAR JOB TITLES:
Software Engineers
Java Engineers
Developers
Artificial Intelligence
Engineers

SKILLS:
Scalability
Amazon Web Services
Agile Methodology
Continuous Integration/
Continuous Delivery
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Jobs reported to the Northern Ireland Employment Service can be found on JobApplyNI.
If you wish to chat online with a careers adviser for advice and guidance on your careers
options see Nidirect careers.

Job title
Various Retail Roles
Various Sales Roles
Various Sales Roles
Sales Assistant

Various Team Member Roles

Various Sales Related Roles

Various Sales Roles

Sales Assistant

SALES RELATED OCCUPATIONS N.E.C.

Employer
Tesco
Gordons Chemists
New Look

The Perfume Shop
Next

Poundland

Card Factory

Superdrug

BOOK-KEEPERS, PAYROLL MANAGERS AND WAGE CLERKS

Job title

Employer

Location

Across Northern Ireland

Across Northern Ireland
Across Northern Ireland
Bangor

Across Northern Ireland
Across Northern Ireland
Across Northern Ireland

Newtownards

Location

Payroll Assistant Woodside Logistics Group Belfast
Book-keeper Dunmurry Golf Club Dunmurry
Book-keeper The Door Store Ltd Newtownabbey
Accounting Technician McMahon & Co Portadown
Book-keeper Stairlift Solutions NI Newtownards
Book-keeper W R Hamilton Ltd Craigavon
Accounts Administrator Sodexo Belfast

Payroll Administrator WJM Building Services Ltd Belfast

PROGRAMMERS AND SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT PROFESSIONALS

Job title Employer Location
Software Engineer Aflac Belfast
Solution Architect Digital Catapult Belfast
Analyst TP ICAP Group Services Ltd Belfast
Al Software Engineer Cooper & Hall Ltd Belfast
Software Engineer Citi Belfast
Software Engineer CME Group Belfast
Software Engineer Apex Fintech Solutions Belfast
Software Engineer Bright Software Group Belfast



https://www.jobapplyni.com
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/services/chat-with-a-careers-adviser
https://careers.tesco.com/en_GB/careersmarketplace/SearchJobs/Northern%20Ireland/?748_location_place=Northern%20Ireland,%20United%20Kingdom&748_location_radius=50&748_location_coordinates=%5b54.66,-6.56%5d&listFilterMode=1&jobRecordsPerPage=10&jobOffset=0
https://gordonsdirect.com/blogs/job
https://jobs.dayforcehcm.com/en-GB/newlook/CANDIDATEPORTAL?locationString=Northern+Ireland%2C+UK&distance=50&locationId=93&locationType=2
https://uk.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=31eda9e74edcfb74
https://ekeq.fa.em2.oraclecloud.com/hcmUI/CandidateExperience/en/sites/CX_3001/jobs?location=Belfast%2C+Antrim%2C+United+Kingdom&locationId=300000019020970&locationLevel=city&mode=location&radius=50&radiusUnit=MI
https://search.poundlanddealzcareers.com/search?keywords=Sales%20Assistant&lat=54.5859836&lng=-6.9591554&radius=100
https://jobsearch.cfjobs.co.uk/jobs/search
https://uk.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=36b4c99e512fe713
https://uk.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=59ce16b7ad9f2f40
https://uk.indeed.com/viewjob?cmp=Dunmurry-Golf-Club&t=Bookkeeper&jk=fcce5130ee44c863&q=book+keeper&xpse=SoBi67I3l2WyxATm6x0LbzkdCdPP&xfps=e986c94e-2dc1-4cdb-81a0-6b5336994c6a&xkcb=SoBR67M3l2Wn2HwNmR0ObzkdCdPP&vjs=3
https://uk.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=9a34fef55fd2faf3&q=book+keeper&l=Northern+Ireland&tk=1jlma9n7kj0j886r&from=web&advn=7042276295608139&adid=459990026&ad=-6NYlbfkN0AS5iggFFKNdSOdUry8X2Nl223xbe-vPlQ2X0pmFieBPKlYo6eP9S-Yp7hPJM1gDdVljpnSKxPCEjq6fvrkvcWYF_5X6TPDKrEQ0Hb8KKC3PjcVRA9lxbpD5CcO74VjeK7dDCngfC4PXbgvxWLBWYThAm8JBtVH9dsg7asIi3b54FPxGMTb0iX2CkrcYAYOCaIdc9-prjyPmOVBt-YCLvHasgKWnTLWsMa7HuwBBsrjHPbzhmsQtcNd1UOT_OxJHTkIMlUvEpRSN2R93oCRE6Ww3LxzMRaCBSwy2YHSrkgmpaZWL27uMWI32mHCuvktJ4teq8cjcH9AOm6C6HAOeo7z1h8NVpbF5VGKVAGWheW4PVh_DA9-fTRf8q9uaXWUczCSC5y2tmvf9eWIhCLHIkjKbnoNqZI-L2hzEqf7ZKEVm_9GDXmBD4LiZPEemb6ZieDtXxsuqa5dh68dSTRmX23toTA5b26nPcweMsQ7eI0n5fmSktJTVopHgLfUlxSnqZ91O4drXbiFJ1eJQIMIKHAdkQho0dkDARl_U8Pura-uNh5zxS4IAyfi&pub=4a1b367933fd867b19b072952f68dceb&camk=UoKtGZLa3XJO2vuUal0Qig%3D%3D&xkcb=SoCu6_M3l2cpN0RUjJ0LbzkdCdPP&xpse=SoCE6_I3l2coAMxukJ0JbzkdCdPP&xfps=835d7082-c7e3-407c-9d5e-98d36d86a8aa&vjs=3
https://uk.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=33a0708f49a1983c&q=book+keeper&l=Northern+Ireland&tk=1jlma9n7kj0j886r&from=web&advn=3368856415250997&adid=459815695&ad=-6NYlbfkN0AzaxH4oK_mg3X46BEcFLEUGVOUqJ9UU3618Gvoqm6lh9xVZrb_pCyPAc_N73M7dLXQFwFVk7P7kDYRWEfSyP0BtMqmBSpqo7kKaS11FVShQ_JpH3j0PNo17Imf-70t7O7qRc2u1iIT65Isxb-g-ngTvxfODGPJO46Ne9yhDnCZNfBc0UMEVLlGfKA1w4u2d56wR3kfGapbngQUzLiNx0qFKuvD7NoyrhrcSNV1mBxnY-wMaTfAJY2sJDX_qgYG40_KkdyOLqJcTGD6Kr7jYBoU_SkodqdyNHznxcM6gGnUiNMZrANkmYNJ5eg3HAVnFGSBHMHGzWLHfU770NA_4BnUBL0yGWIFf2k0_7cEpRKO2YZhDal3EZctOId3cptWRnQxOqiGAo2FD8p-JIRiLyBOwECw57kRXJxkXrbl7K4b6VgTr5OcWW-wJg0ctGPoqe7RUZLUwiPWiqHmYaWc9Yj4ua_XpbVycARiKyygK1lShT1X_MsImTvqj9DepxzwyTWKjr05Z8QLUjBkZV35oqNwFjfj4iG3fhQ5UgUMb3eUAQ%3D%3D&pub=4a1b367933fd867b19b072952f68dceb&camk=UoKtGZLa3XKl2ONVFE3X5A%3D%3D&xkcb=SoBU6_M3l2cpN0RUjJ0AbzkdCdPP&xpse=SoAR6_I3l2c3AhxCNB0PbzkdCdPP&xfps=0bf02935-aa3b-4da0-a009-7f45438570a2&vjs=3
https://uk.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=794895406abc88b2&q=book+keeper&l=Northern+Ireland&tk=1jlmf9vv7j0h9846&from=web&advn=8803592952100021&adid=458672295&ad=-6NYlbfkN0BDFVbgk9pNHEg1XQRiloomt2xoBfK0ecdl9zsfVlEHg7SS4DWgFK1wSiW1eGmJwbIYcbx2FTxTodHo9KuQ6X6qVDfqusBrGuTF6ZYccbNzbjLTZJEUsnsLkHd_a4z5Jou_FWAEbvgbG2E9_lmR3okM97rd5U3ccRB3EqzKaTE5J2luvwVTFLu2REnRbfos92YKAz9kD03Gni30ejCQxRLOTfxJIRFFA7HumtLm1yEZOhQBN7N1874vFriiNaYD3e51IvmEQH2G5XOLBpAYY00R0XYLp8HdCAQf1JN8DXxmrRCOBAjxQBHGprm-lLYrL7GA47WEUi0IAJF04icd-SIQ7k99vZ8uTFzKKPro477wNZFaJC0ye5-1CRaPQVw1SZu3IgXBYYA-HLU-gUoxYlLw1vWZk542pkMCLGUBRTUqIXVZmKNU1RqlP-p5kiWqdPG_xJJwWGtSLF6FIgLbY2iKCZFIvI25ZjP0mSNMSgboWzqAnmiba0y2BmBPDyJ_8PwONOsPJEXqrQR2rgNSLO2MefkuxvZ3OmpOuUnkJRTHfA%3D%3D&pub=4a1b367933fd867b19b072952f68dceb&camk=UoKtGZLa3XIuID5S1cSrzw%3D%3D&xkcb=SoDR6_M3l2Wn2HwNmR0CbzkdCdPP&xpse=SoCR6_I3l2Wm8QRYZx0MbzkdCdPP&xfps=e3639d93-b656-479b-89fe-abd47f16a720&vjs=3
https://uk.indeed.com/viewjob?cmp=W-R-Hamilton-Ltd&t=Bookkeeper&jk=fe5de3992d8e7db0&q=book+keeper&xpse=SoAR67I3l2dtXEg14j0LbzkdCdPP&xfps=5f87f4d0-4a09-4259-86c2-29e142e6e907&xkcb=SoDQ67M3l2dFebWOGx0GbzkdCdPP&vjs=3
https://www.leisurejobs.com/job/4809394/accounts-administrator-garnerville/
https://uk.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=5e4bc4111a3df274
https://www.efinancialcareers.co.uk/jobs-uk-belfast-software_engineer.id23923651
https://www.cv-library.ie/job/1277000000000219253/Senior-Solution-Architect?sid=f147a124-636e-4244-bf53-64f2a66da5da
https://www.nijobs.com/job/analyst/tp-icap-group-services-ltd-job106928040
https://uk.jobrapido.com/jobpreview/8949109313108967424
https://www.efinancialcareers.co.uk/jobs-uk-belfast-gen_ai_python_software_engineer.id24043871
https://www.nijobs.com/job/software-engineer-ii/cme-technology-support-services-ltd-job107002647
https://uk.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=187705917bac721a&tk=1jlmif0ld2e78084&from=serp&vjs=3
https://uk.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=aa608984453be772&q=programmers&l=Northern+Ireland&tk=1jlmc0pe0j0j888s&from=web&advn=7719544234577637&adid=459331514&ad=-6NYlbfkN0AgkOjaGFnIs1bY_b_sVTTpvP3unM4oKNyzSUp5ccgSy-1s_9Z2tGbXh8no4UChgC4VGQ_Pg42XFdL8nORRwdjDlA_tijVwGY0KTCE20bhzaN_lR3astWSef5MinGwcFHKxkFXeHDosYvVNmVDTo-kvk38aOpPukVn7BluOZUZr-tYNTjn--Vy_Kut-EvFMnTXkxUydZqaDFXm2DHcnZAT6-Ru6lvnU3RU1JzSJ47a-c26c7fQiaavEpMw11v1sAz9R7Z_au6vhf8GlFiCUv_7AkHndRmrDVVo6ibFrnq2e-Tr0bvKCxBdCaV_7T3DCsJ3KQ9IukHO_pFwo5sgjL3kODVwDM9NFqeX6h5uWw4I8eNz1DTt-jNmNVWcopsWg0vSCMtpuujTc4-OOWUUD2MZ8EcoO5Pr1W2FBRMulpoVnXuGETtccwgC8fOSnqgz0eC_va8p2xENTn1Y7jwwGXQspNZqtL9JlCSH4_U6ZF6qGXktZlWueUoXwqlQo3XvSktkbIhVn_1jemEAEvLA7rFZOm72fxtmFccE%3D&sjdu=zkONfVVHNlrj7i9F2QFGEIUV8kcIiebWBCslsjsrs7dNgeWPGTAugSEIN6n1weuqdb0NTSgPvBgeYeX_WFNaP5jU1Aj_t19QzjyK5P86LLwGb5LLuHCS67mhpQGs1taKQBnRfxYu0gCWIvKWPtgo1UFy0gauNnolbEWxOSXwiBA&acatk=1jlmc59q5j0gp804&pub=4a1b367933fd867b19b072952f68dceb&camk=UoKtGZLa3XKhG23cUHZ79A%3D%3D&xkcb=SoBR6_M3l2QM6T2XUB0PbzkdCdPP&xpse=SoAu6_I3l2Qa4XxUth0NbzkdCdPP&xfps=12964817-c16a-4936-af76-ba16bf193c8e&vjs=3
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Apprenticeships

DEPARTMENT FOR THE ECONOMY SKILLS PROGRAMMES

Skills programmes for individuals

Assured Skills Academies
If you're unemployed, under-employed, or want to change career, then ASSURED
SKILLS ACADEMIES pre-employment training can help you.

Assured Skills Academies help individuals gain the skills they need to compete for
guaranteed job vacancies, with both new Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) companies
and expanding locally based businesses. In the last 2 years over 280 people have
secured employment through academies.

N

Apprenticeships

An APPRENTICESHIP can give you the training and qualifications you need to help
you get ahead in your chosen career. There are currently two framework levels to
choose from, Level 2 and 3. It usually takes up to two years to complete one level and
up to four years to finish the two levels depending on their complexity and your ability.

Higher Level Apprenticeship

If you've completed A Levels or equivalent, you may be interested in a HIGHER LEVEL
APPRENTICESHIP, which offers the opportunity to gain quality training and a
recognised higher education qualification at level 4 to 7 (Foundation Degree to
Masters) while in paid employment. By taking part in a Higher Level Apprenticeship,
you can gain the skills that employers need and that are relevant to the local economy,
therefore improving your prospects of good earnings and sustained employment.
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Skill Up

Skill Up

If you're aged 18 and over and eligible to work in Northern Ireland, a range of free
accredited courses are available to help you re-train and re-skill, through SKILL UP —
the flexible skills programme. The Department for the Economy is supporting free
short courses, delivered by the local further and higher education providers.

Skills programmes for businesses
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InnovateUs

INNOVATEUS is fully funded by DfE. It helps businesses with fewer than 50 employees
gain skills to engage in innovation activities. Delivered by the six local Further Education
colleges, up to 60 hours of tailored training is provided during each InnovateUs project,
either in the workplace, college, or via online learning. The programme provides an
important first step for those small businesses who wish to upskill and innovate.
Projects help develop ideas for new products, processes, or services and training is
tailored to meet the needs of each individual business.

InnovateUs
Department for th -
epartment forthe Skills Focus
ECOHO[ | |y SKILLS FOCUS aims to support, promote, and facilitate collaborative working between
business and colleges by providing tailored skills provision to small-to-medium
An Roinn enterprises (SMEs) with fewer than 250 employees. It meets business needs by

Geilleagair

www.economy-ni.gov.uk

Skills Focus

increasing the skills levels and employability of the existing workforce to qualifications
at level 2 and above, up to and including Level 7 (Master’s degree level). The
programme is currently 90% funded by DfE with a 10% contribution from participating
businesses.



https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/assured-skills-academies
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/assured-skills-academies
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/campaigns/apprenticeships
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/higher-level-apprenticeships
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/higher-level-apprenticeships
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/skillup
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/skillup
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/innovateus
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/skills-focus-programme

